
St. Mary’s Parish 

Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes 

May 19, 2016 

 

Present:  Fr. Jim Berning, Ann Orzechowski, Maribeth Bedtke (trustee), Jack Weimerskirch (trustee), 

Irene Mulyck, Kevin O’Laughlin. NEW: Carol Partington, Sheila Kirkvold, John Orzechowski 

 

Absent:  Dawn Waller-Lueck, Kris Lynch, Jess Strelow 

 

I.  Meeting was called to order at 6:30pm. Ann led us in prayer. 

 

II.   Pastoral Planning Business 

 

A. Father Jim’s 25
th

 Anniversary planning committee members have been meeting regularly to 

bring this celebratory event to fruition. RSVP’s are coming in and many parishioners are 

assisting with the coordination. 

 

B. Meeting with Lifetouch representative on May 24 to begin publicity for the Pictorial 

Directory. The first photo session will take place this summer: Tuesday, July 26 through 

Saturday July 30.  

 

C. The Pastoral Council nomination process took place on the weekend of April 30-May1 

(First Communion weekend). Representatives from the Council were present at all Masses 

and were available for questions, etc.… 

A letter of invitation went out to all those nominated along with a follow-up call. Seven of 

them accepted nominations. 

 Terri Kersting, Carol Partington, Sheila Kirkvold, Christopher Gervais, Laurie 

Watson, Connie Roche, John Orzechowski. 

 

D. Council meeting times will remain at 6:30pm. We will not meet in December and will 

break in June, July and August. Will reconvene in September. 

 

E. Susan Windley-Daoust is coordinating a 5K Fun, Run and Walk event for Saturday, May 

21 (8:30-10:30am) at the East Lake Winona. Funds collected will be used to send youth to 

various Catholic events. Julie Walch is assisting with the coordination. Registration forms 

are available in the Commons. 

 

F. Father Jim discussed the summer liturgy and music coordination. 

 

 Laura Nicklay will prepare the weekly music and be present during Sunday masses 

for necessary coordination needs. 

 Rachel Kimman will be present during the Saturday evening mass for coordination 

and assist with summer Funeral Music coordination. 

 Renee Knutson will continue with liturgical ministry coordination. 

 Annmarie DeMarais will coordinate a personnel committee for recruiting a new 

director of liturgy and music. 

 Laurie Ziliak will stay on hourly after Aug. 15 to assist the NEW director with a 

smooth transition. 



 There are several vacancies in the summer accompanist and cantor calendar. Father 

Jim is receptive to leading the worshipping community in an Opening and Closing 

song if necessary. 

 Father Richard Dernek will be our celebrant for funerals and weekend masses when 

Father Jim is on vacation and at Pine Ridge. 

 

III. General Business 

A. Pastor Updates  

 The annual Catholic Ministries Appeal (CMA) donations and pledges for 2016 are 

coming in. We are 64% of our goal. 

 Father Jim reported on the latest updates regarding the child sexual abuse lawsuits. 

St. Mary’s has been named as a defendant with a total of 4 lawsuits alleging sexual 

abuse in 1961-1963 by Fr. Richard Hatch, a deceased priest of the Diocese of 

Winona. Fr. Hatch died on October 15, 2005. A letter was mailed to all parishioners 

on April 15, 2016. The deadline to file for additional allegations is May 25, 2016. 

The attorneys for our parish and the diocese are working together to handle the suits 

and it is hoped they will not affect the normal operations of the parish. 

The diocesan total, as of this meeting, are 115 cases. There could be more. 

 Many weddings are being scheduled. The Rite of Marriage is changing. There will 

be an in-service for pastors to attend a training seminar this summer. 

 Looking forward to the 25
th

 Anniversary celebration on June 12 and the Pine Ridge 

Mission Trip on July 17-22. 

 Maribeth Bedtke has been nominated as a Winona Deanery representative to the 

Diocesan Pastoral Council. She will attend meetings in Owatonna, MN. 

 

B. The April 21, 2016 Minutes were approved. 

Motion to approve by Irene Mulyck and seconded by John Orzechowski.  

 

C. The April 2016 Financials were reviewed.  

 

 E.  Staff updates were reviewed.  

   

      We will reconvene on Thursday, September 15, 2016. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:20 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ann Orzechowski 


